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Good afternoon, 

 

INTRODUCTION 

I’ve heard that you are just finishing a very interesting and successful day. I would 

like to take the opportunity to thank all of you for your interest in this topic and for 

bringing your expertise. All these will facilitate Mexico´s capacity build up for the 

implementation of APEC’s Cross-Border Privacy Rules System (CBPR System).  

 

Especially I would like to thank Susan Smith, Joshua Harris and Carman Baggaley, 

the international experts on CBPR System and privacy, the technical assistance, 

specific recommendations and suggestions for next steps are important to help us 

advance towards the implementation of this System in our country. I would also 

like to thank Commissioner Sigrid Artz, from the Federal Institute for Access to 

Information and Data Protection, IFAI, for being here with us today. 

 

MEXICO’S INTEREST IN THE CBPR SYSTEM 

It was last June 5th at APEC’s Trade Ministers Meeting held in Kazan, Russia, that 

Bruno Ferrari, Minister of Economy, stated our country’s intention of joining the 

CBPR System in order to protect personal data flows between member Economies 

and to enable the continuing drive of e-commerce in the Asia-Pacific region.   

Mexico’s Ministry of Economy has participated since the inception of the CBPR 

System and, as we have heard during today’s capacity building, Mexico now has 

the legal tools to implement it. The Ministry of Economy, as the regulatory 

authority, and the IFAI, as the enforcement authority, have been working together 

in order to develop secondary regulations to enhance our Federal Law for data 

protection. 
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Our interest on developing the right ecosystem for the implementation of the CBPR 

has led us to bear in mind the elements of such System while designing Self-

Regulation Parameters, which will enable data controllers and data processors to 

have the necessary elements to encourage cross-border self-regulation 

mechanisms.    

 

The activities of international organizations and other countries, especially 

regarding the protection of personal data, have been a key element for the 

development of this subject in our country. Due to the fact that personal data 

processing surpasses national borders, it is necessary to encourage these 

cooperation mechanisms and take into consideration those currently applicable in 

other countries.  

 

COMPANIES ROLE IN CBPR SYSTEM 

As you know, global data flows have accelerated due to information technologies. 

Mexico is not the exception; we rank 4th as exporters of IT and BPO Services 

globally, with almost 5 BUSD. This sector has grown rapidly in our country and the 

expectation is that it will continue to grow at a two digit rate. On the other hand, 

Mexican exports to the Asia-Pacific region have been incrementing in the last six 

years at an annual growth rate of 20.3%, representing a window of opportunity.  

These are some of the reasons why Mexico has a great interest in participating in 

the CBPR System. 

 

Furthermore, companies and organizations which handle and process international 

data flows should be encouraged and trained to join the System as well, while 

protecting individual’s personal data. Participation in this capacity building of 

companies based in Mexico that handle cross-border data flows must be also 

acknowledged as a first step towards this objective.   
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We are convinced that the CBPR System is a tool that will benefit the companies 

and boost responsible cross-border data flows between companies, turning Mexico 

into a data safe harbor and attracting investment to our country.  

 

CLOSURE 

Once again, I would like to give my gratitude and appreciation to all of you who 

gathered here today and especially to the experts who helped us expand our 

knowledge and understanding of the System in order to advance towards its 

prompt and successful implementation in our country.    

 

Thank you all. 


